MASAKA SCHOOL SPONSOR UPDATE, 2011

With your generous support, Masaka School has taken many steps forward in 2010, enabling it to continue
to offer the ninety children attending a lively, happy place to learn and a bright future.

In September 2010, vocational training started in areas such as tailoring, weaving, hair-dressing
and computer training, giving approximately twenty children each year the opportunity to learn a
trade with which to support themselves when they graduate.

Eight 2010 students sat their exams in December and are awaiting results. They join nine 2009
graduates who have almost all gone on to find work or enrol in further training.

The school has noted a significant shift in parent and community attitudes towards disability, and an
increased commitment to child development. Parents more frequently attend visiting days and
awareness sessions.

Many gifts-in-kind and financial contributions have been successfully sourced by the school from
other donors, including free medical treatment at the hospital. This improves the quality of care and
education of the students and also demonstrates an increased sense of community ownership.

US Peace Corp volunteers worked alongside the students to paint and renovate the school (as
made possible by HOPEHIV funds) which is now looking a lot smarter!

With your continued help, Masaka hopes to accomplish even more in 2011:
- To develop further the now larger farm, where maize and cassava will be grown to supplement the
school’s food supply.
To continue to nurture the twenty-six piglets born in December and January, with a view to
eventually selling them on to support farm costs.
To cover the salaries of the fourteen staff not paid for by the government, including the nursery
teacher and cook.

* is eight years old and living with HIV. His mother died from AIDS just four
months after he started coming to the school, and — as his father has never shown
any concern for Edward’s wellbeing - he moved in with his Aunt. She could not afford
the school fees, so Edward was pulled out of the school for three months, until
Masaka was able to waive half of the fees so that his Aunt could still cover them.
Edward is now developing socially and learning basic skills necessary for
independent life, as well as having access to the school's medical services. He
enjoys the school and the friendships that he has made there, and his emotional and
physical health improves every day.

* is eighteen years old, and graduated from Masaka School last year.
Mandisi is deaf, so his parents did not want to send him to school for fear of the
stigma attached to his disability. He also found it hard to make friends at home
because of his difficulty in communicating. Mandisi was introduced to Masaka School
and there had the opportunity to learn sign language, was taught how to read and
write, was enabled to develop life skills and was educated in HIV/AIDS awareness.
For the first time, he was able to communicate with others and make friends. He has
since gone into construction work and is saving for his further education.

*Names changed to protect confidentiality.
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